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their mutual animosities, they sold to them recipro-
cally their common servitude and ruin.

The Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, and the
Council, tell the Directors, " that the supply for the
investment has arisen from casual and extraordinary
resources, which they could not expect always to
command." In an earlier minute he expresses him-
self still more distinctly: he says, " If the internal
resources of a state fail it, or are not equal to its oc-
casional wants, whence can it ohtain immediate relief
but from external means ? " Indeed, the investment
has not been for any long time the natural product
of the revenue of Bengal. When, by the vast charge
and by the ill return of an evil political and military
traffic, and by a prodigal increase of establishments,
and a profuse conduct in distributing agencies and
contracts, they found themselves under difficulties,
instead of being cured of their immoral and impoli-
tic delusion, they plunged deeper into it, and were
drawn from expedient to expedient for the supply of
the investment into that endless chain of wars which
this House by its resolutions has so justly condemned.
At home these measures were sometimes counte-
nanced, sometimes winked at, sometimes censured,
but always with an acceptance of whatever profit
they afforded.                                                      ;

At length the funds for the investment and for
these wars together could no longer be supplied. In.
the year 1778 the provision for the investment from
the revenues and from the monopolies stood very
high. It was estimated at a million four hundred
thousand pounds; and of this it appears that a great
deal was realized- But this was the high flood-flMe
of the investment; for m that year they announce